Mississippi State University

Scholars Junction
Douglas Conner Papers

Manuscripts Division

1969

Survey of attitudes

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarsjunction.msstate.edu/mss-conner-papers

Recommended Citation
Douglas Conner Papers, Special Collections Department, Mississippi State University

This Document is brought to you for free and open access by the Manuscripts Division at Scholars Junction. It has
been accepted for inclusion in Douglas Conner Papers by an authorized administrator of Scholars Junction. For
more information, please contact scholcomm@msstate.libanswers.com.

SURVEY OF ATTITUDES
THE

'

BOARD OF SCHOOL TRUSTEES
Of

THE STARKVILLE MUNICIPAL SEPARATE SCHOOL DISTRICr

SOLICITS THE PARTICIPATION

OF ·
SCHOOL PATRONS,
VOTERS AND TAXPAYERS

(SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON BACK COVER)

)

~

School Suruey of Patrons, Taxpayers and Voters
II. REQUIREMENT OF
FEDERAL COURT
I. REFERENCES

There can no longer be the traditional elementary schools, junior high schools and high
schools designated for Negroes and for whites.
Ih place of these Negro schools and white schools
Ip.ust be a "unitary system" of education for all
children. From the Court Order we find three
basic ways by which the dual system may be
eliminated. They are:

Patrons, parents and taxpayers are requested to read .,ue 0ourt Order
of Judge Orma R. Smith of the United States District Court, Northern
Division, dated August 6, 1969, which was published verbatim in the
Starkville Daily News on August 9 and again on August 2'6, I969. Reference is made also t o a booklet of data published by the School Board
and to news articles published in the Starkville Daily News on August
9, 1969, September 6 and September 9, 1969 concerning req.uirements
3f the Cou!'t for the 1969-70 school year and for the comp1ete elimination of the dual school system in this district in two approximate equal
steps, one step t o t ake effect for the school year 1970-71, and the other
and final step t o be effective for the school year 1971-72.

1.

PAIRING OF SCHOOLS- The assignment of children of both races who are
in specific grades (Example - Grades 1,
2 and 3) to a designated building with
children of both races in other grades
(Example- Grade 4, 5 and 6) being assigned to another school. This method
..:ould apply at t he elementary, junior
high school, or high school levels.

2.

ZONING - The establishment of zones
for all schools of the district wherein
all children of both races in a particular
zone would be assigned to the school in
that zone.

3.

CONSOLIDATION OF GRADES- The
planning of an "educational center"
which might include grade 1 through 12
at one' location. This could mean closing some schools after the new center
has been established.

III. BASES FOR DECISION-MAKING
The School Board believes that patrons, taxpayers and voters will
inform themselves of the meaning of the Court Order under which we
must operate. The Board hopes that people will come to rational and
unemotional conclusions regarding the following ideas:
1.

NOTE: IT IS ALSO POSSIBLE TO UTILIZE
COMBINATIONS OF THE THREE PLANS
LISTED ABOVE.

That country, though not perfect, is a country ruled by law not men.

IV. SURVEY OF AITITUDES

2. That the School Board and its administrative officers must esta-

blish a unitary school system - by direction of the U. S. District
1

_._,;~::...__ _ 1~ Court.

3.

!-De- acceptable to -the Court. -

That we must maintain the public school system - even though
private schools are the inherent right of those who wish to sup.
port them.

4. That we must maintain the highest level of instruction and
achievement possible for our children.
5.

It is desirable that we know the attitudes
of our school patrons, taxpayers and voters in
~rder that we can submit a plan which might

That we must, for the good of the school system and the com;.
munity, remain calm and confident, trusting the Board of School
trustees and administrative officials to administer the best
program possible for the children and youth of our community.

Check one blank in each item below:
White _ _ Negro _ _ Other _ _

1. I am:

2. I live:

In Starkville Municipal Separate
School District
; Outside this District _ _ _

3. 1 own taxable property in this school dis-

trict : Yes

No. _ __

4. I have children attending school in t his dis-

t r ict : Yes

No _ _ _

5. I vote in this school .district : Yes _ __
No _ __ _

6. I am willing for my child to attend a school
which has been occupied in the past by the
opposite race:
Yes
No _ __
7.

I believe t hat of t he methods which the court w11l accept, the one which would be more advantageous for children and
t he community is:
Consolidation

Pairing
Zoning

- - -- - -

Combination of plans
(If you check this blank, please explain in Item V Below.

V. CONSTRUCTIVE SUGGESTIONS REQUESTED
Please wrhc any constructive advice you might have for the School Board as they direct the preparation of a plan to
be submitted to the Mississippi Educational Finance Commission and to the Court.

. I "' .

INSTRUCTIONS

A copy of this survey form is being given to

the

children

of all patrons of the school district. Forrns which are sent to patrons
by pupils should be returned by the same puy<l to the same principal
or teacher from whence h came.
Taxpayers and voters may obtain a copy from ·
1.

The Office of the Mayor of the City of Starkville
(Please return the completed forir' to thh~ office)

2.

The Office of the Director of the Chamber of Commerce
(Please return the completed form to this office)

3.

The Office of the Superintendent of the Starkville Public
Schools
(Return the completed form to this office)

The authenticating committee of the survey will receive and count
all forms which are turned in through 4 o'clock p.m. on Tuesday, October 21.

SURVEY FORMS WILL NOT BE COUNTED IF SENT THROUGH THE
MAIL! (EACH ONE MUST BE ACCOUNTED FOR TO AVOID
DUPLICATION.)

